4 '.‘ I."_
nin
1

. ' A

1111

W' HISTORY OF gt




Georgia
Equality

“Sweet Williams” by Robert Sherer, 2013
HIV+ and HIV- Blood on Paper

The title “Sweet Williams” comes from Robert Sherer’s childhood. His grandmother, an avid
gardener, often asked him to help gather flowers from her garden and instructed, “Now,
honey, cut down the most beautiful ones first.” Upon reflection, Sherer realised that AIDS
was deeply correlated to beauty and sexual attraction. He remembers his many handsome
friends and acquaintances who died too early - the Williams, the Billys, the Wills, the Willies
- memorialising them in an image drawn in HIV negative and positive blood. Of all his
colleague friends, two of whom were named William, only Sherer is still alive.




By Jeff Graham

-/,

-

- from people most impacted by policy
- debates and the power of working

FORWARD -

Equality |,
.f

I started my own journey in HIV

advocacy when I was a sophomore in ‘
college. My role in our LGBTQ student
organization was to speak to classes
about my experiences as being an
openly gay student in a small college
in San Antonio. At almost every
presentation, someone would ask me a
version of the gquestion: “Why do you .
choose to be gay when you know you’'ll
die of AIDS?” The ignorance and stigma
around HIV were so strong in 1984 that
I had no choice but to become an

activist. ’

As the decade progressed, so did my
advocacy. Once my own friends began to
get sick and some of them die, I reached
a point where I dropped out of graduate
school, moved to Atlanta and joined the
activist group ACT UP. ACT UP was where
I learned about grassroots organizing,

the necessity of supporting leadership

collectively across the intersections of
race, gender, and economic status that

is so often used to divide us.



realized that HIV advocacy has always been rooted in young i il

advocates' lived experiences and passion. While all people

who are sexually active need to know how to prevent HIV "

and take their sexual health into their own hands, this is

especially true for those who are learning about their own

sexuality. Too often,

even the most well-meaning decision-

makers will forget that HIV has always had the biggest

impact on people in their late teens and twenties.

Today we have the tools,
including amazing scientific
advances, to make HIV
transmission rare and to give
those who are living with HIV
the ability to manage their
HIV status as a chronic
disease. However, until we
recognize and follow the
leadership of young
activists, we’ll continue to
struggle wondering why more
folks don’t utilize PrEP or
have challenges remaining

in care.

o Jeff Graham, 2024
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Lou Sullivan was a gay trans man at a tme when his sexuality and

gender were seen as contradictory-a dual identity that couldn’t Georgia
really exist. He wasn’t the first gay trans man, but he became one of Equality
the most visible through his writing, activism, public speeches,

occasional TV appearances, and dogged networking. He lobbied for

the recognition of the existence of gay trans men and to remove

sexual orientation from the criteria of gender identity disorder.
| Re L peeNEEAEEEES B
He founded FTM International, one of the first organizations specifically for
FTM individuals, and his activism and community work was a significant
contributor to the rapid growth of the FTM community during the late 1980s.
————— . W L
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6946a1.htm?s_cid=mm6946a1_w

HIV Myths & Facts ...

Equality

FACT: In the early years, when the disease was epidemic and no
treatment was available, the death rate from AIDS was

extremely high. But today's drugs allow people who have HIV or
AIDS to live much longer, normal, and productive lives. If you
start drug treatment right away and take it correctly, you may

live as long as you would have without the virus.

FACT: You cannot tell if someone has HIV by looking
at them, people can be infected with HIV for up to 10

years or more and still show no symptoms.

PACT: HIV isn't spread through touch, tears, sweat,

saliva, or pee. You can't catch it by breathing the same
air, touching a toilet seat or door handle, or drinking
from a water fountain. You cannot get it by hugging,
kissing, or shaking hands. Nor sharing eating utensils
or using exercise equipment at a gym.

You CAN get it from positive blood, semen, vaginal
fluid, or breast milk.
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U=U applies to
transmission
through sex only-
but it is still
progress!
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The future looks like...

By Kayla Quimbley
HIV POLICY MANAGER, GEORGIA EQUALITY

The landscape of HIV activism has evolved
significantly over the years, reflecting both
progress and ongoing challenges. Politically,
we are at a critical juncture where
advancements in treatment, prevention, and
public awareness have brought us closer to
ending the HIV epidemic than ever before. The
availability of PrEP (pre-exposure
prophylaxis) and PEP (post-exposure
prophylaxis), alongside highly effective
antiretroviral therapies (ART), has

_ transformed HIV from a fatal disease to a

i manageable chronic condition. However, access
" to these life-saving treatments remains

-h uneven, particularly among marginalized

' communities. This disparity is compounded by
systemic inequalities in healthcare,
education, and economic opportunities, which
.3 continue to drive new infections,

particularly in underserved areas.

Currently, HIV activism is focused on

addressing these disparities. Activists are
working to expand Medicaid and other forms of
healthcare access, especially in states that
have resisted expansion. This is critical
because healthcare coverage is one of the —'i?—T

| most significant barriers to accessing HIV ——-’-f—-
" prevention and treatment services. 7 ' g
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There is also a growing emphasis on intersectionality GEgEgﬁy
within HIV activism, recognizing that issues like racism,
homophobia, transphobia, and economic inequality are deeply
intertwined with the epidemic. Activists are increasingly
advocating for policies that address these broader social
determinants of health, pushing for a more holistic

approach to ending the epidemic.

In the future, technology and digital activism will play a larger
role. Social media educates and mobilizes communities, especially
reaching younger generations. Biomedical research advancements,
like an HIV vaccine, offer hope, but political support and funding
are crucial for accessibility to all.

The future of HIV activism will also require a
sustained focus on combating stigma and
discrimination, which remain significant
barriers to testing, treatment, and prevention.
As we move forward, it will be crucial for
activists, policymakers, and healthcare
providers to work together to create an
environment where all individuals feel

empowered to take control of their health.

This includes continuing to advocate for
comprehensive sex education, harm reduction
strategies, and the decriminalization of HIV
transmission, all of which are essential to
reducing new infections and supporting those
living with HIV. While the challenges are
significant, the future of HIV activism holds
the promise of continued progress toward a more
equitable and just response to the epidemic.

e Kayla Quimbley, 2024 —”—






https://www.aidsmap.com/about-hiv/undetectable-viral-load-and-hiv-transmission
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/treatment-prevention
https://georgiaequality.org/issues/hivaids-lgbt-health/
https://s11863.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Stop-Everything-and-Breathe_V3_Proof-1.pdf
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